
 

How to Create an Annotated Bibliography 
 

Definition of an Annotated Bibliography 
An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents. Each citation is 

followed by a brief (usually about 150 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph: the 

annotation. The purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and 

quality of the sources cited. 

 

Parts of an Annotated Bibliography 

It consists of 5 major components, which can all be broken down into a simple formula: 

1. Citation – the citation for your source 

2. Introduction – Explain what the source is. 

3. Summary – Explain what the source is about. 

4. Credibility – Can the source be trusted? 

5. Rating and Extraction – Rate the source and explain how you would use it. 

 

Example Annotated Bibliography Entry 
 Brands, H. W. “Upside-Down BAILOUT.” American History 45, no. 3 (August 2010): 26–33. 

http://0search.ebscohost.com.libcat.sanjac.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=khh&AN=516

1312&site=ehost-live. 

 

The article “Upside-Down BAILOUT” is an article in the American History academic 

journal found in the Ebsco database. The source discusses Morgan’s notoriety as not only the 

most powerful, but also the most feared banker in the world and how he rose to power. It then 

discusses in great detail how Morgan negotiated with President Cleveland and spent 10’s of 

millions of dollars to bailout the U.S. economy, as well as the repercussions that occurred 

afterwards. Due to the credibility of the source and its author, along with the fact that this is a 

peer reviewed article, I believe the information to be reliable. I would rate this source a 9 out of 

10 due to the extensive detail included over some of the most important landmarks in the 

banker’s life. I find that this source will be crucial to my finished work and includes much more 

information than the rest of my sources, expanding much deeper into the content. 

 

Breakdown of the Parts in the Entry Above 
1. Citation- The citation for your source, varies by format (MLA, APA, Chicago) 

Brands, H. W. “Upside-Down BAILOUT.” American History 45, no. 3 (August 2010): 26–33. 

http://0search.ebscohost.com.libcat.sanjac.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=khh&AN=516

1312&site=ehost-live. 

 

 



 
2. Introduction - One to two sentences giving a simple introduction to the specific source. 

“The article “Upside-Down BAILOUT” is an article in the American History academic journal 

found in the Ebsco database.” 

 

3. Summary - Two to three sentences summarizing the information and content of your 

source 

“The source discusses Morgan’s notoriety as not only the most powerful, but also the most 

feared banker in the world and how he rose to power. It then discusses in great detail how 

Morgan negotiated with President Cleveland and spent 10’s of millions of dollars to bailout the 

U.S. economy, as well as the repercussions that occurred afterwards.” 

 

4. Credibility - Spend one to two sentences discussing the reliability of the source 

“Due to the credibility of the source and its author, along with the fact that this is a peer reviewed 

article, I believe the information to be reliable.” 

 

5. Rating and Extraction - Using a scale of some form (1-10, A-F, ect.), rate the source and 

explain why you gave it that rating. Also, discuss what information you will use from this 

source. 

“I would rate this source a 9 out of 10 due to the extensive detail included over some of the most 

important landmarks in the banker’s life. I find that this source will be crucial to my finished 

work and includes much more information than the rest of my sources, expanding much deeper 

into the content.” 

 

 


